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Noblesville Hockey Club Student/Parent Handbook

PLAYER MEETING
Congratulations to each of you on being selected to play hockey for the Noblesville Hockey Club.  You should be proud of your accomplishment.  With the beginning of our ice practice times just a few weeks away, it is time for us to review the principles and expectations for the players and coaches in our organization.

Mission

To provide student-athletes the opportunity to participate in high school ice hockey in a safe and competitive environment consistent with all member High School’s, Indiana State High School Hockey Association, Hoosier High School Hockey Association and USA Hockey rules, regulations and guidelines.

Goals

To assure that all participating student-athletes receive the best possible experience consistent with the USA Hockey Seven Core Values:  To learn the value of sportsmanship, respect for the individual, integrity, the pursuit of excellence, enjoyment, loyalty and teamwork. 

Objectives

1. Establish and maintain a competitive team to provide maximum participation
2. Provide the best possible coaches
3. Insure the safety of all student-athletes

4. Provide the best possible competition
CLASS ORGANIZATION
While it is the intention of the coaching staff to put forth our best effort to win each and every game, we also expect every player in our organization to conduct themselves with class and treat other players, coaches, officials and parents with respect.  Any player, who violates this rule by disrespecting coaches, officials, teammates or their opponents in any way, will suffer an immediate loss of ice time.  The consequence of these actions can be as little as one shift or as much as an entire game or more, and will be up to the discretion of the coaching staff for your team.  It is our obligation as coaches, to not only do our best to further your hockey skills but to also help you to be the best student athletes you can be. 

Noblesville Hockey Club

Agreement and Rules of Conduct

The Noblesville Hockey Club is a club sport as defined by the member high schools.  The team is organized, coached, and managed by people for your benefit.  The expenses incurred by the team are the responsibility of each parent/player.  The game of hockey is a team sport and therefore, dependant on each player to contribute his maximum effort at all times.  The players and parents agree to assist the team and the club to help carry out the team’s responsibilities.

Team Rules
· The coach has primary responsibility for administering and directing the team and the individual players.  The coach has the authority to take whatever disciplinary actions are necessary to fulfill this responsibility and to determine which players play in games and how much ice time each player receives.

· Players and parents are encouraged to talk to the coaches if the reasons for their actions are not understood.  If parents or players have further concerns after discussions with the coaching staff, they should contact the team manager.

· Players should be aware that because of the depth, experience and number of players on a team it is unlikely that all players will receive equal amounts of ice time during games.

· The use of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco is forbidden.  Any use of these substances will result in immediate suspension or termination from the team.

· The treatment of any team member in a negative manner is strictly prohibited and may result in suspension or termination.  This also includes coaches, team officials, board members, and parents.

Player’s Rules of Conduct

1.  All players must be in the game rink one hour prior to game time and in the locker room 45 minutes prior to game time, unless otherwise instructed by the coach.  All players must be dressed and ready for the pre-game meeting 15 minutes prior to game time.  All players must be on the ice, prepared to practice, at the scheduled time.  Lateness may result in loss of ice time during the next game.

2.  With the cooperation of the member school athletic departments, we will require that each player maintain academic eligibility as per the standards set by the IHSAA and the Hoosier High School Hockey Association.  Those who do not maintain academic eligibility will be required to practice but will not be able to play in any games until the next grading period when the student/athlete has met academic eligibility requirements.  The Team Manager will collect copies of report cards for every grading period.

3.  Appropriate team dress will be worn to all games.  The dress code will require all players to wear a shirt and tie to games and have the option of wearing their Noblesville warm up jacket over there shirt and tie.

4.  No jewelry of any sort will be worn on the ice at any time.

5.  Clean game jerseys and socks will be expected for each game.

6.  Mouthpieces will be attached to the facemask (exceptions allowed) and properly worn in the mouth at all times while on the ice.

7.  Helmets will be worn, with chinstrap securely fastened, at all times while on the bench or on the ice.  This includes games and practices.

8.  Players and team personnel are the only members allowed in the locker room.

9. If a player cannot attend a practice, game or team meeting, or any other team event, the coach or manager must be notified not less than 2 hours prior.  If a player fails to notify the coach, he automatically sits the next game.

11.  No player will drive without a parent or coach to an away game (which includes anything outside of Indianapolis). 
12. No player or players will occupy a room on a road trip without a parent or parent-appointed chaperone.

13.  Cell phones will be OFF in the locker room.

14.  Any player abusing anyone else’s personal property will be suspended, or terminated, pending a hearing with the coaches and team representative.

15.  No swearing, profanity or abusive language on the bench, in the rink, or at any team function.

16.  No lashing out at any official no matter what the call is.  The coaching staff will handle all matters pertaining to officiating.

17.  Any player who receives a penalty will skate directly to the penalty box.

18. There will be no drinking, smoking, chewing of tobacco or use of illegal substance at any team function.

19.  All players will act as gentlemen at all times at all facilities (ice rink, hotel, restaurant, etc.) during all team functions, bearing in mind that they are representing their community, school, team, coaches, parents, and most importantly themselves with their every action.

20.  Any player or team official who cannot abide by these rules or violates them will be subject to further disciplinary action.

We will be working with each member High School to build a closer relationship as a Club Sport.  In that interest, the team members will abide by all IHSAA and High School rules and regulations.  We would like to highlight the following items:

1. Attendance:  Players are expected to adhere to all High School attendance regulations.

2. Conduct and Character:  Students will not participate in any activities, in or out of school that do not represent the school in a becoming manner, or exhibit habits, conduct, or character such as to reflect discredit upon the school or club.

3. Grooming and Appearance:  You are representing yourself, your High School and our community at all times; therefore, you are required to exhibit a well-groomed and appropriate appearance.

Parent/Coach Communication

Both parenting and coaching are difficult vocations.  By establishing an understanding of each position, we are better able to accept the actions of the other and provide greater benefits to the student athlete.  As a parent, when your child becomes involved in the Noblesville Hockey program, you have a right to understand what expectations are placed on your child.  This begins with clear communication from the coach.

Communication You Can Expect From Our Coaches:

1. Sound coaching philosophy.

2. Coach’s expectations of the student athlete and the team.

3. Locations and times of practices and contests.

4. Procedures for handling injuries.

5. A list of team expectations/rules.

6. Team requirements (fees, equipment, etc.)

7. Principles of sportsmanship, ethics, good behavior, etc.

Communication Coaches Can Expect From Parents:

1. Concerns expressed directly to the coach.

2. Notification of schedule conflicts well in advance.

3. Specific concerns in coach’s philosophy and/or expectations.

4. Support of the coach’s sportsmanship efforts.

As your child becomes involved in the Noblesville Hockey program, they will experience some of the most rewarding moments of their lives.  However, it is important to understand that there may be times when things do not go the way you or your child wishes.  At these times, discussion with the coach is encouraged.

Appropriate Concerns to Discuss with Coaches:

1. The treatment of your child mentally and physically.

2. Ways to help your child improve.

3. Concerns about your child’s behavior

As a parent, it is difficult to accept your child’s not playing as much as you wish.  Coaches are professionals.  They make judgments based on what they believe is best for all student athletes.  As you can see from the above list, certain topics can and should be discussed with your child’s coach.  Other issues must be left up to the discretion of our professional staff.

There are situations that arise that may require a conference between the coach, the student athlete and/or the parent.  This dialogue is encouraged.  It is important that all parties have a clear understanding of the other position.  When a conference is necessary, the following procedure should be used to help promote a resolution of the concern.
Procedure to Use in Discussing Concerns with a Coach:

1. Student athlete approaches the coach with any appropriate concern.  If they are not satisfied:

2. Parent should call the coach and set up an appointment to discuss any appropriate concern.  

What to do if the Meeting with the Coach does not provide a Satisfactory Solution:

1. Call to set up an appointment with the Team Manager and Coach to discuss the situation.

2. At this meeting, the appropriate next step can be determined.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Please sign and return to team manager)

Your signature verifies that you have read the Noblesville Hockey Club’s Student/Parent Handbook and will abide by the Noblesville Hockey Club Code of Conduct.  Any violation of this code could result in the following penalties: reprimand, probation, temporary suspension, permanent suspension.

_________________________________


________________________

Player Name Printed





Date

_________________________________

Player Signature

__________________________________


________________________

Parent Signature





Date

